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9 1963 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 

SUBJECT: Reconnaissance of Laos 


L The question has been raised as to whether Operations has an 
approvai to overfly Laos at this time. A meeting of the COMOR held on 
9 Juiy States: "Inasmuch as Spécial Group approvai already exista for cover- 
age of North Vietnam and Laosi COMOR concluded that the target at Attopeu 
should be immediately forwarded to Operations for planning and acquisition 
as soon as feasible. COMOR based its statement on the NRO Monthly Fore- 
cast which indicated plans for coverage of Laos /North Vietnam based on a 
Spécial Group approvai of 3 May 1963. If one goes back to the Spécial Group 
minutes o;f 3 May 1963 and reads paragraph 1, the minutes State coverage of 
Laos has been eompleted and that no further coverage is deslred. Coverage 
of the Hanoi Basin was approved. The question arises: Are we violating the 
spirit of the Spécial Group approvai by overflying Laos today without at least 
informing them through the Dîrector of our intention»? 


25X1 


2. In order to résolve the question, I contacted who 25X1 

xelated the following information: First, thàt Laos ié a spécial case and should 
not be overfiown during the Harriman/Hai lsham negotiations with Khrushchev. 

To further substantiate this, 


said that he had talked to 


Mr. Forrestal, who informed him that should the negotiations turn out to be 
succès sfui, Mr. Harriman planned to surf ace the subjec t of Laos with 


suggested that we con- 25X1 


Mr. Khrushchev to résolve that problem. 

tact Mr. Scott of State Department regarding this matter. We put a call in to 
Mr. Clyde Snider in State, aeking him to review the requirement for overflight 
of Attopeu in view of the above information. Mr. Scott stated that he would 
contact those concerned in State and let us know their reaction not later than 
Wednesday. He agreed unofficialLy that we should at least hold up on the over- 
flight of Laos until he could résolve this problem within State. Should State 
Department consider that urgent coverage of Attopeu is still needed and that 
we commence operations as soon as feasible, we will inform the DCI o£ the 
facts mentioned heretofore and ask him to convey our intent to the Spécial 
Group for possible comment. 
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3. COM OR ta its requirement to hava La©* and North Vietnam 
covexed on. a periodic b&sis stated for planning puxpose* that w« coald ex- 
pect a requlremeat to exlst la these ar«i a very forty-fi ve day*. Th# la«t 

mission ©ver Laos /North Viatnam «ras flowî| At tha meeting on 

l§ July COMOR will probably levy spécifie requi rement s in Laos and North 
Vietnam and r«comm«nd coverage in «arly August subséquent to th# Harriman 


négociation. 


Distribution; 
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JAMES A, CUNNINGHAM, JR. 
Daputy Assistant Director 
(Spécial Activitiee) 
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